J.Y Z                           A JC1   J.  Jli XV        JL   •" -^ >J •"        -no. ii !•«    i         »t    -     .......
anxious   mothers—which   are   received    l>y   every commander.
Another matter perturbing the General was the- inen number of requests for compassionate leave on the g that wives had misconducted themselves. Sonietimi said, it was the best soldier in the battalion who wa.^ taken away.
Like most high-ranking1 officers, General Leese was j with great powers of mental and physical endurance confidence was boundless. Already he had his plans for the occupation of Austria. lie never doubted f instant our ability to smash through the various 1'ormi mountain lines which the enemy had drawn in our pa Italy.
It is the fashion, once wars are safely over, to stiirn generals as inhuman monsters who eallouslv sn<
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thousands of lives in obstinacy  or selfish   ambition, many interviews with British generals throughout   (),, and invariably left with  the feeling thai    here  was a bearing  more   responsibility   than   was   fair   to   ask. consideration, I feel, should  temper any  comfortable war criticisms which we may feel disposed   to make o commander or that.   One could not. expect   a man wh< won distinction in the hard and brutal trad*' of war to a highly sensitive disposition, but one did lind in ninety cases out of a hundred that our generals \vere human h who gave long and anxious consideration   to ! hr wrlf;i their men.
After our interview we had tea with tin- Grn<-ral\ officers in a tent close at hand. If. was itifm•-.{ in," although there must have been many people- in tbr 1, we did not get a single hint, about the lorlhc.uuin." nfl'ei Looking back, the most remarkable feature «»!' this al'li-r was the extremely peaceful atmosphere in uluch eu-ry was conducted. It. was very much like ha\ in" tea a Vicar's, except that, the talk svas slightly uiorr rary, am that there were no women. We sipped our tr-a driuureh our cake and then when we felt we bad reached that er moment when you begin to outstay your \vi lemnc we our "Thank yous" and departed.erformers.   Our two artists were, I believe, the
